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Opening Hymn                                                                   

173 | On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build 
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Service Notes 

Christ rules all things for his Church. In the early 700s A.D., there lived 
an English churchman known as the Venerable Bede. He was a great 
teacher, the man who divided history into A.D. and B.C. On May 25, 
735 A.D., the Eve of Ascension, Bede finished his translation of the 
Gospel of St. John into Old English. Then, on the day of Ascension, he 
died. From his deathbed, he spoke the words that have become the 
Prayer of the Day on Ascension. This beautiful prayer sets the tone 
for the day, beginning with a note of triumph and ending with a 
supplication for the Spirit and his work. The Venerable Bede is also 
the author of the Hymn of the Day, A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing (171). 



Invocation 

Minister: In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
Congregation: Amen. 

M: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of 
the Holy Spirit be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

Confession of Sins 

M: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve 
him as his dear children. But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his 
wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead 
for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In 
countless ways I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be 
called your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray: Have mercy 
on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me from my sin, and 
take away my guilt. 

M: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect life and 
innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. 
You are his own dear child. May God give you strength to live according to 
his will. 

C: Amen. 

Litany of Praise 

 Psalm 47:1-8  

M: Clap your hands, all you nations; 
C: shout to God with cries of joy. 

M: How awesome is the Lord Most High, 
C: the great King over all the earth! 

M: He subdued nations under us, peoples under our feet. 
C: He chose our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob, whom he loved. 

M: God has ascended amid shouts of joy, 
C: the Lord amid the sounding of trumpets. 

M: Sing praises to God, sing praises; 
C: sing praises to our King, sing praises. 

M: For God is the King of all the earth; 
C: sing to him a psalm of praise. 

M: God reigns over the nations; 
C: God is seated on his holy throne. 
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Prayer of the Day 

M: Lord Jesus, King of glory, on this day you ascended far above the heavens 
and at God’s right hand you rule the nations. Leave us not alone, we pray, 
but grant us the Spirit of truth that at your command and by your power we 
may be your witnesses in all the world; for you live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

Acts 1:1–11 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and 

to teach until the day he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions 
through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. After his suffering, he 
showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was 
alive. He appeared to them over a period of forty days and spoke about the 
kingdom of God. On one occasion, while he was eating with them, he gave them 
this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father 
promised, which you have heard me speak about. For John baptized with water, 
but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.” 

So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going 
to restore the kingdom to Israel?” 

He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times 
or dates the Father has set by his own authority. But 
you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on 
you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in 
all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 

After he said this, he was taken up before their very 
eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight. 

They were looking intently up into the sky as he 
was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white 
stood beside them. “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do 
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, 
who has been taken from you into heaven, will come 
back in the same way you have seen him go into 
heaven.” 

Response to Reading 

C: s Alleluia! Sing to Jesus; 
His the scepter, his the throne; 
Alleluia! His the triumph, 
His the victory alone. 
Hark! The songs of peaceful Zion 
Thunder like a mighty flood: 
“Jesus out of ev’ry nation 
Has redeemed us by his blood.” (169 v. 1) 
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Luke 24:44–53 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: 

Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the 
Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He 
told them, “This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead 
on the third day, and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 
name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. I 
am going to send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until 
you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands 
and blessed them. While he was blessing them, he left them and was taken up 
into heaven. Then they worshiped him and returned to Jerusalem with great joy. 
And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God. 

Hymn 

171 vs. 1-4 | A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

5 



Sermon 

Colossians 3:1–4 
You Already Died 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things 
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
above, not on earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with 
Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, then you also will appear 
with him in glory. 

Hymn  

 171 vs. 5-6 | A Hymn of Glory Let Us Sing 

C: s Be now our joy on earth, O Lord, 
 And be our future great reward. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 Then, throned with you forever, we 
 Shall praise your name eternally. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 
 O risen Christ, ascended Lord, 
 All praise to you let earth accord. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! 
 You are, while endless ages run, 
 With Father and with Spirit one. 
 Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! 
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Apostles’ Creed 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  
  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried.  
 He descended into hell.  
 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven  
 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
 the Holy Christian Church, the communion of saints,  
 the forgiveness of sins,  
 the resurrection of the body,  
 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Prayer of the Church 

Spoken by the Minister 

Lord’s Prayer 

M: Let us join in the prayer our Savior taught us: 
C: Our Father, who art in heaven,  

hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against 

us;  
and lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  
Amen. 

Closing Prayer    

M:  O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful 
people. Keep us strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all 
temptation, and bestow on us your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C: Amen. 
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Blessing   

M: Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve 
the Lord with gladness. 

 The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 
C: Amen. 

Hymn 

170 | Draw Us to Thee 
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Announcements 

We will reopen for worship next weekend. As noted in an email and the 
newsletter, you will need to contact the church office to schedule which 
service you will attend. We are doing this to manage the number of people 
in our building for each service. Thank you for your consideration and 
patience as we move forward into this new territory. 

Please watch our website or Facebook page for up-to-date information. 
Our website is: www.GoodShepherds.net. You will find a link to our 
Facebook page on the front page of our website.  

Communion — If you would like to make an appointment to receive Holy 
Communion, please call the Church office.  

Email Communication — We have added all the email addresses we have to 
our FlockNotes email list. If you did not receive this email last week and 
would like to receive it moving forward, please contact the Church office. 
Contact information for the office is on the first page of this bulletin. 

Offerings — You can mail your offerings to the Church or give online. To give 
online, go to the “Church” tab on the top of the page on our website. The 
last item on that list is “Give a gift.”  

Blood Drive at Good Shepherd’s on Wednesday, May 27 from 2:30-6:30 
p.m. To make an appointment online go to: https://
donate.wisconsin.versiti.org/donor/schedules/drive_schedule/207070 

Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary is looking for an experienced part-time painter. 
This position has a flexible work schedule with up to 30 hours a week. The 
painter will be responsible for painting dorm rooms, faculty homes, and 
other projects around campus. If working with a strong Christian team is of 
interest to you, contact Dennis Sprenger: 

   dennis.sprenger@wisluthsem.org or 262-305-7200. 

Risen Savior Lutheran School (9550 W. Brown Deer Rd./3909 W. Clinton Ave) 
is looking to hire two positions for the upcoming school year. They are 
currently searching for an Office Administrator and Kitchen Manager. If 
you are interested in either of the positions or would like more 
information please contact Principal Rob Dusseau:  

   rdusseau@risensaviormilwaukee.com or 414-354-7320. 
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